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Annotation

Galaktion Tabidze is the reformer of poetic word and introducer of the aesthetics of

modernism in Georgian poetry.

In this thesis we show the means that the poet uses for creating new poetic world which he

juxtaposes to the reality.

In a derivative model, new words are formed by means of affixation, reduplication and
composition. Galaktion Tabidze gives new meanings to words by creating or altering existing
lexical units and compound words in the language. He distinguishes them by applying symbolic

meaning and metaphoric semantics.

The derived composites, neologisms and occasionalisms (nonce words) in Galaktion

Tabidze’s poetry, enrich and modernize the normative language.

Galaktion Tabidze is the son of repressive Bolshevism epoch. In his works he exposes the
cruelty, characteristic of that era. By his poetry he tries to bring back the forgotten God to
humanity. Bolshevism was a devastating ideology for a spiritual human being, which denied
everything poetic and elevated. Galaktion Tabidze expressed his pain and emotions in his poetry in

a mystical way.

“The Formation of New Words (derivation) in Galaktion Tabidze’s Poetry” is a new method
for creating melodic words and harmonic rythms, revealing the meaning through wordplay and
association. Such new words have mystical features and need decoding, however, not all words can

be decoded as they are meant to be mystical and vague.

For Galaktion Tabidze a word has two components: meaning and melody. The meaning of
composites, neologisms and nonce words serve single purpose in the poetry and do not usually

become part of ordinary language.



Galaktion Tabidze creates new words on the verge of despair, since the tragic life he has is
inconsistent with his dreams. He tries to find way for creating harmony and beauty out of the

chaos.

Galaktion Tabidze unites old and new national poetic tendencies in his poetry.
Additionally, he wuses French symbolism and modernism and Russian Decadent poetry

experimenting for creating new poetic system which is still founded on national classical poetry.

The composites created by Galaktion Tabidze are not vague and their meaning is
straightforward. Neologisms created by him are of two types: those derived from Georgian words
and those derived from foreign words. Neologisms are found in Galaktion Tabidze’s poetry in fewer
occasions compared to composites and occasionalisms. Occasionalisms created by the poet are
coded words and they have metaphoric, aesthetic-expressive and melodic-dynamic features.
Galaktion Tabidze’s nonce words are created based on lexical fund, are composed by him, or

derived from the root forms of the words.

Composites are generally formed by two or more words. In Galaktion’s poetry we encounter

composites combined by even three words, which is rare in Georgian language.

It should be noted that poetic neologisms created by Galaktion Tabidze are not always
derived by combining two words. Galaktion Tabidze puts symbolic meaning in neologisms
consisting of one word, which could be understood intuitively. In his neologisms metaphors are
revealed. Because of these characteristics, Galaktion Tabidze’s neologisms have similarity to

neologisms encountered in English and Russian languages.

Occasionalisms in Galaktion Tabidze’s poetry are created by transforming nouns in a way to
acquire all the functions of the verb. It should be noted that though they portray “metaphorized”
reality, the semantics of such words are not vague, on the contrary, by using this method, he makes

the occasionalisms more understandable and exceptionally expressive.



“The Formation of New Words (Derivation) in Galaktion Tabidze’s Poetry” is a continuous
process of new expression of poetic language which the “poet of the future” created using archaic

and modern language.
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