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Annotation

Actuality of the thesis is conditioned by scientific novelty of research. We have found
and grouped folk festivals calendar proved in traditional life of Shida Kartli, there are displayed
religious rituals of Shida Kartli, also village and family celebrates, sacrament tradition in Kartli,
there is typologized description and analysis of religious occasions of ethnical groups compactly
lived in Shida Kartli.

As a result of research more or less completed calendar of folk festivals of Shida Kartli
was compiled.

The special value of the thesis is created by the research of social function of folk
festivals and the results of research, the role of feasts in the process of ethnic-integration.

The thesis is compiled by annotation (Georgian and English languages), introduction,
three chapters, five paragraphs, conclusion, references and list of narrators. The thesis is
attached by annex — such as representative visual materials of festivals and rituals.

The volume of text of thesis is 155 pages and references, sources, list of narrators and

annex cover ... pages.

The basic content of thesis

Introduction

In the introduction of the thesis there is established the actuality of the research thesis.
There is presented the aim of research. There is clarified the principle of selection as research
topic. In the introduction there is also given establishment of scientific novelty of thesis, its

meaning.
Chapter I Religious Occasions in Shida Kartli

In the first chapter of thesis there is reviewed that scientific literature which gives the

mean of study and analysis within the research topic.



In the thesis according to the scientific research, archival materials and analysis of
expositions of narrators studied by us we can say that Georgian Folk Festival is a monument of
ethno cultural inheritance what becomes more important its research-description.
Highlighting of issue of study of festivals of Shida Kartli by the way of systematization is
especially actually on the background of progress of contemporary global processes. As a result
of study the abovementioned data there is presented a kind of calendar of festivals of Shida

Kartli.

Chapter II Religious Rituals in Shida Kartli

2.1. Village and Family Occasions

In the paragraph there is presented village and family occasions confirmed in different
times in ethnographic life of Shida Kartli. There are discussed the related rituals and ceremonial

activities.
2.2. Sacrament Tradition in Shida Kartli

In Shida Kartli as in all Georgia in the ethnographic life there is confirmed the main
element of festive board holy drink and food-sacrament. In Shida Kartli Wine, wheat, melted

butter, which had sacramental purpose were kept as sacrament and used in only certain days.
2.3. Religious Occasions of Ethnic Groups compactly living in Shida Kartli

In the paragraph there are presented folk-religious occasions of Ossetians, Armenians,
Azerbaijani, and Assyrians living in Shida Kartli. There are discussed rituals and ceremonial

activities.
Chapter III Social Function of Religious Occasions

3.1. Role of Religious Occasion in Family Relations

In ethnographic life of Shida Kartli festivals were often followed by expected

engagements-weddings, strengthening relations of families by means of christening etc.

3.2. The Role of Religious Occasions in the Process of Ethnical Integration



The following picture is outlined in the festivals-occasions discussed in the given part of
the thesis: representatives of almost all ethnos living in Shida Kartli with Georgians go in

Georgian chapels; officiated at the different kinds of rituals and ceremonial activities with them.
3.3. Social Function of “Preacher”

In the given subchapter there is talked about the institution of Preacher confirmed in
the chapels of Shida Kartli. There is described in detail the activities of the Preacher of one of
the important icon of Shida Kartli — Saint George of Geri. As a result of its analysis we can
conclude one more: a Preacher of Kartli valley is mainly a mentally unsound person “caused” by

an icon. He does not have a certain social function different from a Mountain Preacher.
Conclusion

So in the thesis we discussed the Religious Occasions of Shida Kartli as image of national

energy and creative ability of Georgian people.

We tried to study the folk festivals-occasions confirmed in Shida Kartli by free position
from today’s dogmas and censure. This will give us an opportunity to develop these occasions
and keep alive for the future generations; its folk style is inimitable by own national colour,

poetry, penetrated with centuries of empirical wisdom.

The thesis is attached by the references and list of narrators, also annex with 10 photos

of festivals taken at different times.
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